The inferior trapezius musculocutaneous flap in head and neck reconstruction.
The trapezius musculocutaneous flap based on the descending branch of the transverse cervical vessels has been used to reconstruct a variety of large and complex defects in the head and neck region. Forty-three flaps were performed in 41 patients over a period of 26 months. Excellent reconstruction was achieved in 37 patients. Six total and nine partial flap failures were noted. There were 8 deaths during this time, 2 attributable directly to flap failure. Patient positioning during surgery and the tedious dissection are disadvantageous. The advantages of this flap are its thinness, long reach, and a posterior donor defect. These attributes are ideally suited for certain complex reconstructive endeavors in the head and neck.